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Vision Statement
Turtle Creek Park 

Welcome to Turtle Creek Park, a place where nature and human connection come 
together. This is a timeless haven where you can explore natural and cultural heritage 
while finding a sense of belonging in this time and place. You can have fun playing or 
find a quiet spot to think, surrounded by different habitats - woods, meadows, and 
wetlands along the meandering Turtle Creek. Here, kids can be kids, immersed in 
nature, and everyone can find a peaceful moment. Take a deep breath of fresh air 
and experience the healing power of nature as animals and plants thrive in this 
diverse landscape. As a member of the park community, you’re helping promote 
well-being, sharing environmental knowledge, and stewarding the land for the 
enjoyment of future generations.  
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Design Workshop Comments
Re

cr
ea

tio
n Trail connections - at edges for people walking, 

running or biking longer distances – natural surface

Creekside platform - ADA fishing / youth fishing area

ADA Trail up to knoll if feasible

Minimize lighting, even in the parking area

Off-Leash dog area

Hiking trails and bird watching

More trails in front section

Picnic Tables in shade of trees 

Bicycle racks

Star / Sky viewing at night from field and knoll

Additional Parking Lot –easier access to bridge area

No off-leash dog areas.

No lights except perhaps the pavilion

Composting / Solar toilets

Water Collection to collect rainwater before 
it hits the area by the bridge

Kids-Only for special regulation fishing

Boardwalk area near water

Improve Water Quality

Gazebo with solar lighting.

Hiking and dog walking off-leash

Please keep as natural as possible

Camping areas



Design Workshop Comments
Co

ns
er

va
tio

n Protected areas for wildlife with little or no human access.

Trees along Furnace Road – visual and sound screening

Maintain some open PA prairie restoration area – PA Ecotype Plants

Prescribed burns to maintain prairie

BDA – Beaver Dam Analogs

Closed forest canopy along stream – maintain and restore

Maintain prairie with high biodiversity of native plants

Wildlife & Habitat connectivity

Swale in upper meadow designed to capture some water to create 
wet areas
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Turtle Creek Park -  DRAFT Plan
Upper Meadow Recreation Elements

 Park Information Kiosk
 Trails (ADA, Grass, Singletrack natural surface)
 Picnic Tables Under Existing Trees
 Bike Racks
 Portipotty (Composting & Solar)
 Innovative Stormwater Management (MS4)
 Educational Wetland



Turtle Creek Park -  DRAFT Plan
Upper Meadow Conservation Elements

 Landscape Plantings – Native Plants
 Oak Savanna / Grassland Restoration
 Native Grass & Wildflower Meadow DEMO
 Buffer / Screening Plantings
 Water Catchments for Habitat & Water Quality
 Native Tree and Shrub Nursery
 Educational Wetland – Interpretation Panels



Turtle Creek Park -  DRAFT Plan
Lower Meadow Recreation Elements

 Trails (Grass, Single Track natural surface)
 Wildlife Observation Deck
 Wetland Boardwalk
 Nature Playground
 Adult Seating Area
 Youth Fishing / Fish Habitat Demo



Turtle Creek Park -  DRAFT Plan
Lower Meadow Conservation Elements

 Landscape Plantings – Native Plants
 Savanna / Grassland Restoration
 Buffer / Screening Plantings
 Water Catchments for Habitat & Water Quality
 Educational Wetland – Interpretation Panels
 Continued Stream Restoration 
 Large Wetland Restoration
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Turtle Creek Park -  DRAFT Plan
The Knoll & Floodplain Forest – Rec Elements

 Trails (Grass, Single Track natural surface)
 Park Overlook Seating Area
 Fishing
 Creekside Seating Area
 Natural Amphitheater
 Primitive Hiking Trails



Turtle Creek Park -  DRAFT Plan
The Knoll & Floodplain Forest – Conservation Elements

 Landscape Plantings – Native Plants
 Riparian Buffer Replanting / Invasive Plant Control
 Upland Forest Restoration / Invasive Plant Control
 Stream and Floodplain Restoration
 Rewilding / Keystone Species Reintroduction
 Educational / Interpretation Panels



Turtle Creek Park -  DRAFT Plan
Turtle Creek Nature Preserve – Rec Elements

 No Recreational Development
 Research / Nature Study
 Potential Future Trail Connection



Turtle Creek Park -  DRAFT Plan
Turtle Creek Nature Preserve – Conservation 
Elements

 Virginia Pine / Oak Plant Community Study and 
Research

 Riparian Buffer Planting / Invasive Plant Control
 Upland Forest Restoration / Invasive Plant 

Control
 Stream and Floodplain Restoration
 Rewilding / Keystone Species Reintroduction
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Dogs Off-Leash 
and On-Leash Area



Eliminate Wet Trail Segments 
& Improve Drainage



Improve Trail Drainage
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Oak Savanna



Oak Savanna
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Nature Playground
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Rewilding & Keystone Species
Reintroduction



The Beaver – A Keystone Species



Rewilding





Comments



What’s Next?
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